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PUBLIC  IISALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH:  Andrev/  Hamilton,  M,B.,  Ch.B.  D.P.H. 

Mxmicipal  Offices, 
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Telephone:  Coalville  49^1 
Home:  Coalville  3723 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HE.ALTH  INSPECTOR:  J.  L.  Fear,  M.A.P.H.I.  (a)(b)(c) 
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DEPUTY  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR:  D.  Allen,  M.A.P.H.I.  (a)(b) 


ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HS.ALTH 

INSPECTOR:  K.  Rock,  M.A.P.H.I.  (d) 

(until  9.1.72) 

P.W.M.Staveley,  M.A.P.H.I.  (d)(c) 
(from  20.3.72) 
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SEiNIOR  CLERK: 
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T.  Ref?;an. 

Mrs  J.  Richards. 
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(a)  Holds  the  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 

(b)  Holds  the  Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(c)  Holds  the  Certificate  for  Smoke  Inspectors. 

(d)  Holds  the  Diploma  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  Examination  Board. 
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Public  Health  Departnent , 
Municipal  Offices, 
COALVILLE. 

Leicester. 


To:  The  Coalville  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  attention  and  consideration 
the  Annual  Deport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  concerning 
the  sanitary  circumstances , sanitary  administration  and  vital 
statistics  of  the  area  for  the  year  1972.  The  Deport  follows 
as  far  as  practicable  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1/73 j 
dated  the  1st  January,  1973i  from  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security. 

The  year  has  been  noteworthy  for  the  initiation  of 
a Family  Planning  Desearch  Project  in  the  town,  which  attracted 
not  only  local  attention  but  much  attention  at  national  and 
international  level. 

The  Dexco  Plant  in  Ashby  Doad,  referred  to  in  last 
year’s  Deport  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  caused 
much  anxiety  and  comment  amongst  residents  in  that  area  who 
complained  of  nuisance  from  dust,  smell  and  noise.  Your 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  will  be  dealing  with  this  in  his 
part  of  the  Deport. 

I have  to  thank  all  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  keenness  and  loyalty 
throughout  the  year;  members  of  the  staff  of  other  departments 
for  co-operation  received,  and  members  of  the  Council  generally 
for  consideration  and  courtesy  extended  to  me. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


June  1973* 


1 


STATISTICS  A?TD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  6,552 
Estimated  Population  (mid  1972)  28,610 
Number  of  domestic  properties  (April  1972)  10,102 
Rateable  value  (31/5/72)  £1,098,763 
Estimated  product  of  penny  rate  at  31/3/72  £10,752 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

England 

CUDC 

1972 

& Wales 

1971 

1972 

Estimated  mid-year  population 

28,610 

28,360 

Live  Births 

M 

Total 

F 

Total 

221 

231 

452 

452 

491 

Legitimate 

208 

216 

424 

Illegitimate 

13 

15 

28 

Live  Birth  Rates 

etc 

Live  Births  per  1 

,000  home  pop. 

(crude) 

15.8 

14.8 

17.3 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.01 

1.00 

1.02 

Local  adjusted  rate 

16 

14.8 

17.6 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to 

national  rate 

1.08 

1.00 

1.10 

Illegitimate  live 

births  as  percentage 

of  all  births 

6 

9 

6 

Stillbirths 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

10 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

— 

Stillbirth  Rate 

Stillbirths  per  1 

,000  total  live 

and 

stillbirths 

7 

12 

20 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

222 

233 

455 

'*55 

501 

Legitimate 

209 

218 

427 

Illegitimate 

13 

15 

28 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  1 

year  of  age 

} f 

F 

Total 

Total 

6 

4 

10 

10 

13 

Legitimate  ^ 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

Q 

y 

1 

- 

1 
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England 

CUDC 

1972 

8;  '.’/ales 

1972 

1971 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births 
Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year 

22 

17 

26 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 

21 

17 

28 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

36 

21 

0 

Under  4 v;eeks  of  age 


M 

F 

Total 

Total  4 

3 

7 

7 

13 

Legitimate  3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate  1 

- 

1 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

4J 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

0 

0 

0 

live  births 

15 

12 

26 

Under  1 week  of  age 

F 

Total 

Total  4 

3 

7 

7 

12 

Legitimate  3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate  . 1 

- 

1 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total 
live  births  15  10  24 


Peri-natal  Mortality  Pate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  22  22  44 


Deaths  - all  aG:es 


M 

194 

F 

151 

Total 

345 

3't5 

292 

Death  rates  etc 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  pop. 
Area  comparability  factor 

( crude 

rate) 

• • • 

12.1 

1.08 

12.1 

1.00 

10.3 

1.12 

Local  adjusted  rate 

0 m 

• • • 

13.1 

12.1 

11.5 

Patio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national 
rate  ...  ...  ...  1.08  1.00  .99 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 


0 

0 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1943  and  19^1 


No  formal  action  v/as  necessary  during  the  year. 
MEALS  ON  l^EELS 


31  visits  were  paid,  involving  33  persons.  3 persons 
refused  to  participate,  no  action  was  taken  in  another  3 cases 
for  varying  reasons.  2?  applications  vieve  accepted  and  none 
were  in  fact  rejected. 

Almost  all  those  accepted  had  to  go  on  the  waiting 
list  and  again  it  would  appear  that  there  is  room  for  extension 
of  the  service.  The  ladies  of  the  V^RVS  continued  to  give  good 
service  and  gratitude  is  extended  to  them  and  to  the  companies 
in  whose  kitchens  the  meals  are  cooked. 

MEDICAL  EXALIINATIONS 


During  the  year  9 persons  were  examined  regarding 
their  fitness  for  admission  as  contributors  to  the  Superannuation 
Fund  and  none  vrere  rejected. 

INFLUENZA  IMI'MIISATION 


Free  immunisation  against  influenza  was  again  offered 
to  all  the  employees  of  the  Council  and  45  took  advantage  of  the 
scheme  - rather  a disappointing  total. 

SMALLPOX  BIMITIISATION 


Some  of  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

HOME  SAFETY 


The  Home  Safety  Committee,  although  small  in  numbers, 
goes  on  its  v/ay  quite  successfully.  It  is  comprised  of  two  or 
three  members  of  the  Council  and  a few  public  spirited  individuals 
v/ho  have  become  involved  in  its  activities  in  a variety  of  ways, 
but  who  remain  very  loyal.  Attempts  to  recruit  additional 
members  have  not  proved  very  successful  and  the  fear  has  been 
expressed  that  it  m.ight  be  forced  through  paucity  of  numbers  to 
abandon  v/hat  we  believe  to  be  useful  v;ork.  The  Committee  is  ' 
grateful  to  the  Council  for  according  support  in  the  way  of 
providing  facilities  for  its  meetings  and  for  financial  help. 
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COALVILLE  A33EYFIELD  SOCIETY 


The  Abbeyiield  House  in  Forest  Foad  received  its  first 
residents  in  Au^^ust  1909,  and  has  continued  to  function  very  well 
indeed  since  then.  The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  for 
the  year  ending  30th  September,  1972  amongst  other  things  states 
that  there  had  been  some  problems  over  obtaining  a reliable 
housekeeper:  that  it  had  been  found  possible  to  keep  fees  at  their 
original  level,  helped  by  financial  and  material  aid  received  from 
Smith’s  Charity,  Coalville  Urban  District  Council,  and  other 
organisations.  Costs  are  still  rising  and  it  may  be  necessary 
to  increase  fees. 

That  any  organisation  of  this  kind  has  been  able  to 
avoid  an  increase  in  fees  between  19^9  a?id  1972  speaks  volumes 
for  all  concerned  - housekeeper,  residents,  helpers  of  all  kinds 
and  those  members  of  the  Committee  who , as  has  been  said  in 
previous  reports,  devote  so  much  time  and  enthusiasm  to  the 
considerable  volume  of  work  involved. 

FAMILY  PLAIWING  RESEAi?CH  PROJECT 


In  February  it  was  announced  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  vSocial  Services  had  provided  £50,000  for  research 
into  family  planning  v/hich  v;as  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Family 
Planning  Association  during  1972  and  v/hich  would  continue  for  a 
period  of  about  two  years. 

The  purpose  of  the  research  v/as  to  provide  and  assess 
the  results  of  a comprehensive  service  to  a given  population  and 
to  define  the  role  of  a family  planning  service  in  the  reorganised 
National  Health  Service. 

The  project  v/as  to  be  confined  to  two  urban  areas  of 
reasonable  size  in  England  which  are  not  part  of  a conurbation 
and  where  the  population  is  classified  by  the  Registrar -General 
as  predominantly  social  class  IV  and  V (partly  skilled  and 
unskilled  occupations) . 

Coalville  was  one  of  the  towns  selected  for  the 
proposed  research  and  its  selection  at  that  rate  had  apparently 
nothing  to  do  v/ith  its  recorded  birth  rate  or  illegitimate  birth 
rate , nor  with  the  fact  that  Coalville  had  no  family  planning 
facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council,  being  the  only  market 
tov/n  in  the  County  so  situated. 
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It  was  intended  to  provide  a comprehensive  service 

comprising 

(а)  Fu?^l  birth  control  service,  including  I.U.D. 

(2)  Domicil  iary  fginily  planning 

(3)  Vasectomy 

( 4)  Pregnancy  testing  service 

(5)  Youth  Advisory  Service 

(б)  Non  -medical  advisory  and  information  service 

but  it  was  not  intended  to  provide  a pregnancy  advisor*y  service 
or  termination  of  pregnancy.  The  organisers  aimed  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  the  general  practitioners  in  the  area,  the 
assistance  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  in  relation  to  a 
Youth  Advisoiy  Service  and  Health  Education  Officers  with 
regard  to  advice  and  information  services. 

The  County  Council,  as  Local  Health  Authority,  v/ere 
co-operating  with  the  F.P.A.  in  providing  a service  throughout 
the  County  but  Coalville,  as  stated  above,  had  no  family 
planning  facilities  provided  by  the  County.  Residents  of 
Coalville  had  either  to  travel  to  Leicester  or  seek  advice  and 
treatment  from  or  through  their  own  general  practitioner.  The 
research  project  vjould  therefore  fill  this  gap  in  the  local 
services. 


Free  consultation  and  free  supplies  would  be  restricted 
to  medical  cases,  a medical  case  being  defined  as  "Any  woman 
whose  health  in  the  opinion  of  the  examining  doctor  would  be 
expected  to  suffer  by  the  increased  mental,  physical  or  social 
burdens  placed  on  her  by  pregnancy”.  Consultation  only  would 
be  available  for  non-medical  cases  - the  patient  paying  for 
supplies . 


The  proposed  project  attracted  immediate  attention, 
both  locally  and  nationally  - and  even  to  some  degree  inter- 
nationally. Some  local  opposition,  based  on  religious  grounds, 
was  soon  evident  and  expressed. 

In  due  course  a Family  Planning  Information  Centre 
was  opened  in  shop  premises  in  the  New  Broadway  shopping  precinct 
and  was  operating  on  every  weekday  with  two  late  closing  days 
(8.30  p»rn.).  A clinic  v/as  held  on  tv;o  evenings  and  one  afternoon 
per  week  in  premises  ov/ned  by  the  County  Council  in  Broad  Street. 

The  shop  premises  are  "on  the  phone”  and  appointments  for  attendance 
at  the  Clinic  can  be  made  through  this  medium.  At  the  shop 
premises  too,  advice  in  a general  sense,  as  distinct  from  a 
professional  sense,  is  given,  leaflets  are  available  free  and  ' 
books  on  the  subject  are  sold. 


Invitations  to  speak  at  meetings  and  at  discussion 
groups  are  v/elcomed.  The  original  response  to  the  offer  to 
address  meetings  was  good  and  it  is  encouraging  to  learn  that 
there  is  still  considerable  demand.  Facilities  for  vasectomy 
became  available  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  again  it  is 
understood  that  the  demand  is  good. 

The  specialist  teams  are  provided  by  the  F.P.A.  and 
all  necessary  training  of  those  taking  part  in  the  project,  and 
all  equipment  and  health  education  material  is  provided  free  by 
the  Association,  The  cost  v;ill  be  met  from  the  Government  grant 
and  at  the  end  of  the  period  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security  anticipates  that  the  County  Council  and/or  the  nev;  Area 
Health  Authority  would  wish  to  maintain  the  level  of  service 
achieved.  Events  seem  to  be  m.oving  quickly  v;ith  regard  to 
family  planning  generally  and  it  need  come  as  no  surprise  if  the 
facilities  which  become  available  exceed  in  some  respects  those 
which  were  in  mind  when  this  project  v;as  launched. 

In  any  event,  the  assessment  of  the  service,  the 
collation  and  analysis  of  statistics,  is  to  be  carried  out  on 
behalf  of  the  Department  by  P.E.P.  I think  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  a very  useful  service  is  being  provided  by  the 
different  facilities  available  and  that  the  staff  of  the  F.P.A. 
working  locally  are  to  be  commended  for  their  apparentT.y 
successful  efforts  in  introducing  the  project  to  Coalville. 
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PR5VALEMCE  OF,  ATID  CCriTPOL  OVER,  irfFECTTOUS  DISEASES 


119  cases  of  infectious  disease  v;ere  notified. 

Tlie  tables  belov;  indicate  the  ap;e  and  sex  distribution 
after  correction. 


NOTIFICATIONS 


Acute  Meningitis 
due  to  infection  v/ith 

1 

1 

i Age  1 Measles 

! 

j 

j Dysen- 
1 tery 

1 

j 

* Scarlet 
i Fever 

Meningo- 

coccus 

j other 

[ Specified 

I Organisms 

Uhspecifiec 
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In  addition,  one  case  of  malaria  was  notified,  a 
female  in  the  years  a-^e  yroup.  She  was  a visitor  from 

the  East,  who  spent  tv/o  short  spells  of  three  or  four  days 
each,  visiting  relatives  in  Coalville,  with  an  intervening 
stay  in  London  where  she  visited  a hospital  for  tropical 
diseases  and  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  an  attack  of  vivaoc 
malaria,  presumably  contracted  abroad. 

By  the  time  the  notification  reached  us  she  had  left 
to  continue  the  world  tour  on  which  she  was  engaged. 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  v;as  notified  ~ a saLmonella 
typhiraurim  infection  which  had  apparently  been  contracted  v;hen 
the  patient,  a female  in  the  15-^^  years  age  group,  v;as  on  holiday 
in  Italy.  One  other  case  of  salmonella  infection  v/as  ascertained 
in  course  of  the. usual  investigations  into  the  former  case,  but 
this  was  not  regarded  as  a case  of  food  poisoning,  although  it 
occurred  in  the  same  household. 

Last  year  only  45  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  compared  v;ith  119  this  year.  The  increase  is  v/holly 
due  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified, 

21  in  1971  and  8?  in  1972.  Even  so,  the  incidence  of  measles 
is  markedly  less  than  it  used  to  be  - the  result  of  immunisation 
against  the  disease. 
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ANrW.^L  IREFOHT  OF  TKS  CHIEF  PUBLIC  flEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Coalville  Urban  District  Council 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  second  Annual  Report. 

The  year  1972  was  memorable  for  the  rocketing  of  house 
nrices  and  this  v;as  parallelled  by  the  increase  in  applications 
for  Improvement  Grants,  the  v/ork  entailed  sometimes  tending  to 
swamp  the  more  routine  public  health  duties. 

In  the  air  pollution  field  the  problems  of  the  Rexco 
plant  were  still  not  completely  solved  by  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  dust  from  V/hitwick  Quarry  also  continued  to  give  trouble, 
but  on  the  bright  side  a survey  showed  that  30}o  of  the  houses  in 
the  district  were  already  using  smokeless  heating  appliances 
and  the  scheme  to  replace  the  open  fires  of  the  Central  Estate 
by  a central  boiler  had  commenced. 


Our  Food  Hygiene  Exhibition  and  talks  to  schools  proved 
very  successful,  largely  due  to  the  support  received  from  the 
schools,  the  press  and  the  numerous  people  who  contributed 
materials  or  time  to  help  us. 


In  Februarj^  Mr  K.  Rock  left  the  Department  to  take  up 
a post  in  Zambia  and  he  was  replaced  in  March  by  Mr  P.  Staveley 
from  Leicester  who  has  fitted  in  extremely  well  with  the  members 
of  this  aind  other  Departments. 


I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council,  and 
also  the  Council's  officers  for  their  support  and  guidance  during 
the  year  and  in  particular  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  the 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  North  West  Leicestershire  Water  Board,  who 
have  supplied  information  used  in  the  report. 


Chief /Public  Health  Inspector. 


Municipa.1  Offices, 
Coalville . 

July  1973. 


- 13  - 


I!-!SPECTIC?I  OF  TdE  APEA 


Total  number  of  complaints  received  ~ 882 

Inspections  in  connection  v/ith  : 

Eh'/ellin^^houses  2101 

Infectious  disease  enquiries 

(including  Food  Poisoning)  59 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  3^ 

Drainage  v;orks  316 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  101 

V/ater  supplies  26 

Atmospheric  pollution  30? 

Factories,  v/orkshops,  etc  24 

Shops  and  Offices  I87 

Keeping  of  Animals  6 

* Rodent  Control  86 

Refuse  storage,  collection  & disposal  14 

Schools  25 

Food  premises  l684 

Bakehouses  1 

Dairies  7 

Other  inspections  l662 


66^40 


* Not  including  visits  by  Pest 

Officer. 

The  number  of  notices 

served  during 

the  year,  together 

v;ith  figures  showing  the  number 
following  tables  : 

complied  with, 

are  given  in  the 

PRBLBIIEARY 

Housing 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

54 

34 

Issued  during  year 

36 

18 

Complied  v;ith  driring  year 

34 

20 

Outstanding  on  3^1  st  December 

36 

32 

ST  ATT  JTORY 

Outstanding  on  Ist  January 

24 

32 

Issued  during  year 

4 

5 

Complied  with  during  year 

13 

31 

Outstanding  on  3^3t  December 

13 

6 
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WATER  nurPI.Y 


Mains  ^vater  is  supplied  to  10^091  houses  (approxinately 
28,610  persons)  within  the  Urban  District. 

There  are  still  five  houses  (eleven  persons)  v.here  water 
is  obtained  from  wells  but  four  of  these  houses  in  the  Oaks  Road 
area  are  included  in  a scheme  to  supply  mains  water.  Unfortunately 
this  scheme  v;as  not  commenced  during  the  year. 

The  mains  water  is  supplied  by  the  North  V/est 
Leicestershire  V/ater  Board.  A sufficient  supply  v/as  available 
during  the  year  and  the  average  daily  consumption  vras  1.79  m.g.d. 

The  v/ater  v/ithin  the  Coalville  Urban  District  comes 
from  a variety  of  sources,  as  follows: 

(a)  Board’s  borehole  sources  at  Broomleys  and  Holly  Kayes, 

(b)  In  bulk  from  t/hitwick  and  Ellistcwn  collieries. 

(c)  In  bulk  from  Leicester  Corporation  Water  Department  at 
Bar don  Hill. 

(d)  From  either  Blackbrook  Reservoir  or  the  River  Dove  V/ater 
Board  Aqueduct  supply  near  Blackbrook. 

(e)  On  occasions  water  is  pumped  into  the  Coalville  area  from 
the  Board’s  borehole  sources  at  Heather. 

Water  supplied  varies  from  hard  to  very  hard. 

All  v/ater  supplied  receives  chlorination  before  being 
put  into  supply.  The  colliery  sources  are  subjected  to  pressure 
filtration  before  chlorination.  The  supply  from  Blackbrook  is 
subjected  to  pressure  and  slov/  sand  filtration  before  chlorination. 
TVie  supplies  from  Leicester  V/ater  Department  and  the  River  Dove 
V/ater  Board  are  subjected  to  more  complicated  chemical  and 
filtration  treatment. 


The  following  is  a typical  chemical  analysis  of  the 
v/ater  supplied  : 


Colour  (Hazen  Units) 
Turbidity 
pH  value 
Solid  residue 
Mineral  matter 
Chloride  (as  CL) 
Sulphate  (SO 4) 

Total  hardness 
Carbonate  Hardness 
Non-carbonate  Hardness 


<5 

Nil 

7.5 


902 

p, 

» ' -t 

381 

p. 

■ r- 

.m 

49 

P- 

. !•'. 

,m 

12^^ 

?• 

► 1 

,m 

346 

p. 

, p. 

.m 

194 

> t 

. n. 

.m 

132 

p. 

• I * 

.n 
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Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Nitrite  Mitror^en 
Ammoniacal  :Jitrop:en 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Kanganese  and  Iron 
Permanganate  value 


2.85  n.p.m. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.85 


The  follov/ing  are  details  of  nev/  mains  laid  within 
the  Urban  District  during  1972  : 


(a)  Improvements  to  the  Distribution  System 
Meadow  Lane,  Coalville 

»»  n ir 

u JI  »t 

Convent  Drive , Coalville 
Main  Street,  Thringstone 

(b)  Kousi  ng  Site  Develooments 


Yards 

16 

3 

230 

132 

54 


Off  Greenhill  Poad,  Coalville  (Jelson  Ltd) 

11  ff  !l  t?  M Tl 

It  M tl  II  tl  It 

Off  Cademan  Street,  Whitwick  (E.M.H.A.) 

Agar  Nook,  Coalville  (A.H.V/ilson  Ltd) 

tf  It  It  It  It  It 

•»  '*  " (Phase  8)(E.M.H.A.) 

Off  Main  Street,  Thringstone  (A.H.V/ilson  Ltd) 
Belmont  Drive,  Coalville  (Phase  2) ( J .G.Lidwell) 

II  It  II  tl  It  tl  tl 

Greenhill  Road,  Coalville  (Phase  2) (A. rl. Wilson) 


8 

82 

250 

318 

313 

19 

39 

392 

67 

620 


Size 

6” 

15" 

18” 

411 

4" 


6” 

31, 

4" 

41, 

6" 
411 
411 
41  r 
311 

411 

41, 


WATER  SAMPLES 


Treated  V/ater 

— 

Samples 

Submitted 

1 Results 

i 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Water  Board 

Bacteriological 

78 

77 

1 

Chemical 

5 

5 

Nil 

Coalville  U.D.C. 

Bacteriological 

1 

1 

Nil' 

Chemical 

1 

1 

■j 

Mil 
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The  so?uitary  unsatisfactory/  sample  v;as  follov/ed  by 
a satisfactory  repeat  sample. 

The  Water  Board  also  took  samples  of  rav/  v;ater  before 
treatment , as  follows  : 

Bacteriological  - 
Chemical  - 39 


SWI>T?IIiIG  BATHS 


The  Public  Swimming  Bath  is  in  Avenue  Hoad  and  has 
a capacity  of  80,000  gallons.  Treatment  is  by  filtration  and 
chlorination  and  the  water  is  changed  every  four  hours.  Daily 
tests  are  made  for  chlorine  and  pH  value - 

The  baths  are  faily  old  and  do  not  meet  present  day 
requirements  in  several  respects.  It  is  hoped  that  a new 
swimming  bath  will  be  constructed  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 


Swimming  Bath  Water  Samples 

Thirty-five  samples  of  sv^imming  bath  water  v;ere 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

The  samples  taken  from  the  bath  (10)  generally  conformed 
to  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  Memorandum  as  follows  : 


Up  to  10  cols/ml  8 

10  to  100  cols/ml  1 

Over  100  cols/ml  1 (120) 

(Note:  Tne  Memorandum  suggests  that  73?^  of  samples 
should  have  less  than  10  cols/ml). 

Seventeen  samples  were  taken  from  the  scum  channel 
and  other  parts  of  the  treatment  plant  end  eight  samples  were 
submitted  for  pH  and  free  chlorine  determination. 

Private  Baths 


There  is  a covered  sv/iraming  pool  at  the  Parsonwood 
Hill  School,  V/hitwick.  Sampling  and  general  supervision  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Health  Inspector. 

A swimming  pool  is  also  proposed  at  the  new  Forest 
V/ay  School,  Cropston  Drive,  a special  school  for  handicapped 
children,  and  fund  raising  efforts  are  taking  place  with  the 
object  of  providing  a sv/imming  pool  on  the  Castle  Hock  campus 

to  serve  the  three  schools  there. 
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SEV/ERAGS  AMD  DRAINAGE 


Two  sewerage  schemes  v/ere  carried  out  during  1972, 
the  first  being  the  replacement  of  the  obsolete  sev/age  disposal 
plant  by  a pumping  station  at  Sandholes,  Thringstone,  thus 
diverting  the  sewage  to  the  Snarrows  V/orks.  The  second  was  the 
relaying  of  the  North  High  Level  Sev/er  which  had  been  badly 
affected  by  mining  subsidence. 

During  the  year  the  Coimcil’s  consulting  engineers, 
Messrs  Pick,  Everard,  Keay  & Gimson,  have  been  engaged  upon 
preparation  of  a scheme  for  increasing  the  capacity  of  Snarrows 
Sewage  Disposal  Works.  This  same  firm  have  also  prepared  a 
scheme  on  behalf  of  the  Ashby  Rural  District  Council  for  a 
pumping  station  at  Gracedieu,  which  will  cater  for  approximately 
100  dwellings  to  be  erected  within  the  urban  district.  It  is 
anticipated  that  work  on  both  schemes  will  commence  during  1973* 

Subsidence  continued  to  cause  difficulties  with  both 
public  sewers  and  private  drains  due  to  actual  damage  aind  also 
disturbance  of  falls. 


Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks 

There  are  eight  cesspools  in  the  district.  An 
emptying  service  is  provided  by  the  Council,  using  a g^illy 
cleansing  vehicle,  the  charge  being  half  the  actual  cost  plus 
establishment  charge. 

One  septic  tank  \\^as  constructed  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 


The  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  Urban  area  at  the 
end  of  1972  was  estimated  to  be  made  up  as  follov/s  : 

10087  - water  closets 

11  - pails,  including  chemical  closets 

4 - privies. 

Pail  closets  are  emptied  v/eekly. 
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Public  Conveniences 


Situation 

V/omen 

• 

Men 

W.Cs 

W.Cs 

S Urinals 

Broomleys  Cemetery 

2 

i 

i 1 

— 

1 

Coalville  Park 

2 

3 

Market  Place  Whit wick 

2 

I 1 

1 

3 

Memorial  Square 

7 

6 

12 

New  Broadway  Car  Park 

6 

3 

8 

Station  Road 

2 

1 

3 

Whit wick  Park 

1 

1 

3 

V/ash  hand  basins  are  provided  in  four  of  the 
conveniences  but  only  one  has  hot  water. 

Vandalism  is  a serious  problem;  some  of  the 
conveniences  are  so  badly  defaced  and  damaged  that  they  would 
not  be  used  by  many  people.  With  the  exception  of  Memorial 
Square  and  New  Broadway  the  cleaning  of  the  conveniences  is 
carried  out  by  Parks  staff  in  addition  to  their  normal  duties. 
Attendants  are  on  duty  at  the  above-mentioned  conveniences  for 
several  hours  each  day  but  the  remainder  get  little  attention. 

I consider  that  a big  improvement  would  be  effected 
if  the  attendants  v/ere  employed  for  a longer  period  each  day 
and  mobilised  so  that  they  could  visit  each  convenience  once 
or  twice  daily  as  appropriate  to  clean  not  only  the  fittings 
but  also  the  walls,  floors  etc.  This  would  deter  vandalism 
by  m.aking  the  conveniences  look  better  cared  for  and  also  result 
in  damage  being  notified  as  soon  as  it  occurred  so  that  repairs 
could  be  quickly  carried  out. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Refuse  collection  is  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  and  a weekly  collection  was  maintained  during  the 
year. 


A further  Dennis  Paxit  Major  IIIC  compression 
vehicle  was  purchased  during  the  year  and  the  collection  fleet 
is  now  as  follows  : 
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35/50  cu.yd.  Dennis  Paxit  Major  IIIC  Compression  Vehicles 
3 12  cu.yd.  Karrier  Gamecock  Side  Loaders. 


The  Side  Loaders  previously  used  on  the  collection 
rounds  are  held  in  reserve  for  emergencies  due  to  vehicle 
breakdowns  and  are  also  employed  in  the  emptying  of  bins  in 
the  outlying  areas  and  the  collection  of  salvage  and  bulky  items 
of  refuse. 


Waste  paper  is  collected  from  shops,  factories  and 
offices,  at  the  present  time  without  charge.  The  collection 
of  salvage  from  domestic  premises  has  been  discontinued. 

Bulky  items  of  refuse  (with  the  exception  of  builders' 
waste  and  garden  refuse)  are  collected  free  from  domestic  premises. 

Charges  for  trade  refuse  collection  are  as  follows  : 

(a)  properties  of  rateable  value  under  £300  - one  bin  free 

(b)  properties  of  rateable  value  over  £300  - two  bins  free 

(c)  each  additional  bin  £5  per  annum. 

(Note:  Following  re-rating  in  April  1973  the  figure  of  £300 
above  v;ill  be  raised  to  £900)  . 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  Ashby  Road  tip  was  completely  filled  during  the 
year  and  tipping  was  commenced  in  the  opencast  workings  at  Lount 
in  conjunction  with  Ashby  R.D.C.  For  a short  while  tipping 
took  place  at  Coleorton  until  the  Lount  site  became  available. 


DEPOSIT  OF  POISONOUS  WASTE  ACT,  1972 


No  deposits  of  poisonous  v/aste  took  place  in  the  area 
of  the  authority. 

Tv/o  notifications  were  received  of  intention  to  remove 
poisonous  waste  from  factories  in  Coalville,  only  one  of  these  being 
in  respect  of  a regular  weekly  removal.  The  vfaste  matters  concerned 
were  removed  to  tips  in  Yorkshire  and  Essex. 

SCHOOLS 


Routine  inspections  of  schools,  with  particular 
attention  to  canteens,  are  made  from  time  to  time.  Any  problems 
arising  are  referred  to  the  Director  of  Education  and  during  the 
year  improvements  were  effected  to  tlie  sanitary  accommodation  in 

three  schools . 
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PST  Ai\’IM.\L3  ACT,  1931 


Licences  were  re-issued  to  persons  selling  animals  at 
tv</o  premises  during  the  year.  The  sale  of  animals  ceased  at 
two  shops. 

AT^flMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

Two  premises  were  re-licenced  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  all  conditions  as  to  the  boarding  of  animals  being  met. 

OFFENSI^/S  TRADES 


There  are  no  scheduled  offensive  trades  within  the 

district. 

AIR  POLLUTION 


Measurement  of  Pollution 


Participation  in  the  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution 
continued  throughout  the  year,  two  sampling  instruments  being 
operated,  one  at  the  Municipal  Offices  and  one  at  the  West  End 
Club,  Ashby  Road.  These  instruments  give  daily  readings  of  the 
concentration  of  the  tv;o  principal  pollutants  in  the  air,  namely 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide.  In  Hay  the  instrument  at  Ashby  Road 
was  replaced  by  one  v^hich  automatically  diverts  the  incoming  air 
to  a fresh  bubbler  and  filter  paper  each  day,  including  vi/eekends, 
and  v/hich  only  needs  attention  from  a member  of  the  staff  once 
weekly. 

Results  from  the  instrument  at  the  Municipal  Offices 
are  available  back  to  1963  and  are  shov/n  in  the  table  below. 
There  is  a continuing  trend  dov/nv/ards  v/hich  is  also  illustrated 
in  the  graph  of  annual  mean  concentration  but  there  is  still 
some  way  to  go. 
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INDUSTRIAL  POLLUTION 


(a.)  Alkali  etc  V/orVis  Act  Processes 


As  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  these  processes 
are  under  the  control  of  H.M.  Alkali  and  Clean  Air  Inspectorate 
and  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Clean  Air  Acts  and  hence 
the  control  of  this  Council.  There  are  three  premises  within 
the  district  which  come  into  this  category,  all  of  which  have 
caused  some  concern  during  the  year. 

1 . N.C.C.  (Rexco)  Limited,  Ashby  Road 

The  construction  of  this  plant  fairly  close  to  houses 
was  bound  to  cause  some  resentment  in  the  occupants  and  the 
plague  of  malfunctions  and  breakdowns  which  occurred  during 
the  first  year  of  its  operation  caused  nuisances  from  smell, 
dust  and  noise  v/hich  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a Residents’ 
Association.  Work  to  identify  and  remedy  the  sources  of 
nuisa.nce  has  been  laborious  and  not  alv/ays  fully  successful 
but  at  the  time  of  v;riting  most  of  the  problems  appear  to  have 
been  overcome  - albeit  at  some  considerable  expense  by  the 
Company. 

2.  Midland  Brick  Company  Limited,  Whitwick  Road 

Doubt  about  the  exact  line  of  the  new  inner  relief 
road  and  its  effect  on  the  kilns  have  continued  to  prevent 
any  progress  in  the  modification  of  these  works  and  black 
smoke  has  continued  to  be  emitted  on  occasions. 

3.  A.R.C.  Limited,  VAiitwick  Quarry  (Peldar  Tor) 

In  dry  conditions  and  with  a north  to  north-easterly 
wind  the  dust  from  this  plant  is  without  doubt  the  greatest 
nuisance  in  the  district.  In  December  a significant  first 
step  was  made  by  the  installation  of  a new  screen  to  remove 
the  dust  plume  from  a stockpile  loading  conveyor.  However 
the  problem  is  still  serious  and  requires  major  vrarks  to 
reduce  the  dust  to  an  acceptable  level. 

(b)  Other  Industrial  Pollution 

With  the  new  boiler  installation  at  Messrs  Clutsom- 
Penn  (U.K.)  Limited,  Kighfield  Street,  to  be  installed  in  1973 
there  will  be  very  little  smoke  from  factory  chimneys  to  concern 
yg ^ nre  also  well  advanced  lor  the  replacement  of  the 

obsolete  boiler  at  the  Public  Baths  in  connection  with  the  district 
heating  scheme  and  a new  chimney  v^fas  provided  during  the  year  for 
the  boiler  at  the  Rexco  plant,  which  has  eliminated  smoke  from 
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that  source  (oddly, this  boiler,  not  being  part  of  the  Rexco 
process,  does  not  corr.e  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Alkali 
Inspector) . 


A long  standing  source  of  dust  pollution  is  the 
colliery  yard  at  Snibston.  The  National  Coal  Board  have 
enclosed  most  of  the  discharge  chutes  but  the  dust  nov/  mainly 
originates  from  spillage  of  coal  v;hich  is  crushed  to  dust  by 
the  v/heels  of  vehicles.  Hosing  and  a mechanical  sweeper  are 
used  by  the  Board  to  keep  the  dust  down  but  it  is  a never  ending 
task  and  in  addition  dust  is  carried  out  on  to  the  A50  v/here  it 
is  further  disseminated  by  passing  traffic.  The  dust  problem 
in  this  area  was  aggravated  during  the  summer  when  a breakdo’<fn 
at  the  Rexco  plant  necessitated  screening  of  the  product  on  the 
stock  ground.  Other  complaints  of  dust  have  arisen  due  to  the 
handling  of  coal  at  vTnitv^ick  Colliery- 


Notifications  of  Intention  to  Instal  Nev/  Furnaces 


Fuel  Number 
Coal 

Gas  1 
Oil  2 
Electricity 


Applications  for  Approval  of  Chimney  Heights 

Number  received  3 

Number  approved  3 

Number  refused  Nil 

D0MB3TIC  POLLUTION 

Pressure  of  other  work,  prevented  anything  other  than 
preliminary  ground  work  with  the  Council’s  domestic  Smoke  Control 
programme.  However  the  sample  Housing  Survey  carried  out  during 
the  year  also  produced  the  information  that  a third  of  the  town’s 
houses  are  already  smokeless.  The  Council’s  programme  of 
district  heating  is  making  a good  contribution  to  a cleaner 
atmosphere,  and  other  Council  houses  which  are  being  improved  are 
being  provided  with  smokeless  means  of  heating. 

A welcome  addition  to  the  range  of  heating  appliances 
has  been  the  ’’smoke-eater"  which  is  capable,  with  care,  of  burning 
smokelessly  specially  graded  and  washed  Snibston  singles,  sold 
under  the  proprietary  name  of  "Housewarm".  ihis  type  of  appliance 
will  heat  a room  and  also  heat  the  whole  house  v/ith  radiators  bub 
in  its  present  form  is  rather  expensive,  not  altogether  foolproof 
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and  in  my  opinion  not  robust  enough  for  general  use.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  further  developments  v/ill  overcome  some  of  these 
shortcomings. 


NOISE 


During  the  year  the  number  of  complaints  about  noise 
was  58,  more  than  double  the  number  for  1971,  and  concerned  ten 
different  sources  varying  from  industrial  plant  to  noisy  neighbours. 

Investigation  of  noise  complaints  can  be  very  time 
consuming  and  frequently  entails  evening  and  night-time  visits 
which  are  the  times  when  the  majority  of  noise  nuisances  occur. 

Most  of  the  complaints  were  easily  dealt  with  but  som.e 
industrial  noises  have  proved  difficult  to  eradicate;  particular 
mention  must  be  made  of  a low  pitched  throbbing  noise  from  the 
Rexco  plant  and  intermittent  machinery  and  vehicle  noise  from 
Bardon  and  Whitwick  quarries. 

All  planning  applications  continue  to  be  vetted  for 
possible  noise  problems  and  appropriate  conditions  as  to  hours 
of  work  etc  are  applied  when  necessary. 

PEST  CONTROL 


Rats  and  Mice 


The  number  of  complaints  received  and  infestations 
found  remained  at  about  the  samn  level  as  in  previous  years. 

A sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  in  November  and 
takes  uere  recorded  at  four  manholes.  These  were  subsequently 
poison  baited  using  Zinc  Phosphide. 


- 27  - 


. t* 


Cxi 


-■  V 


_ i-v?  i{J; 

Vi  • ^t-v:  >-?r . ti' 


.‘J 


;i  ,r-:.  x-*? 

~j?a^  ff4i's4i\‘t'$tt 


•V 

icv,riai^4Rfc^ 

■^^;::  r-- • 

(7. -■••"•  ■* -»-  *.  . ■,  -, , * ■ ■ --'S- 

;.‘f^,--  ' . •-  ' ‘■‘-  . ■ . .'"'  - : ■ ■-  . ■ 


i-. 


^ "tc  -ij^  .ntoittfji^p  ’“-  ‘ 


X^''’ \^_yrr-opp.^  -if  rrfv^f: 

- NSSSKSSrOg^H 


\ 


■*,-  ♦*  * 

■ ^ ~. 


> i-  ..  ■*^S',-r- ; ■^■■# 


•fr'l  G^--  *•-:'•  ?. 


Tfj  “‘j^ 


f ■=. 


OfM 


;>:T^:<.  ■'"  ■»  ■'  ^— 

i.  > J ■ ^ ■■ ' 

%■ 


■•“  J'*  '■’SIsSKkSS 

^.riyir 


r^u 


\ r‘\  • ■ ^ ^ ■T’^- Vr:' 

«-  ^ - ► 1 ^ ■>■  -^  '•  * i ' • -i.  • ^ 'If  *11 


■ jr^ 

^'^•^r,:  ,s*%i  ^^3:? 


' v’?;V 


V 


t _': 


;<V  ..St^--^:^ 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^9 
Return  for  1972 


* 

Type  of  Property 

i 

Non-  I 

\ 

I 

! 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

I 

1.  No.  of  properties  in  district 

t 

11387 

44 

2(a)  Total  No.  of  properties 

inspected  following 

notification 

338 

10 

(b)  No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

300 

(ii) 

48 

- 

3(a)  Total  No.  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 

mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification 

643 

- 

(b)  No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

155 

(ii)  Mice 

49 

--  . ■-  1 

Insect  Pests 

There  were  90  notifications  of  insect  infestations 
during  the  year.  Over  half  of  the  complaints  concerned  ants, 
nine  were  for  wasps  and  the  remainder  were  of  various  household 
and  garden  insects.  Only  one  concerned  fleas  and  three , bedbugs; 
the  pests  often  associated  with  dirty  living  conditions. 

Treatments  of  Council  houses  for 

insect  pests  ... 

Treatments  of  private  houses  for 

insect  pests  ...  35 
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HOUSING 


(a-)  Housing  Survey 

A request  for  infornation  on  housing  from  the 
Department  of  the  Environment  created  the  opportunity  to 
carry  out  a sample  survey  of  the  houses  in  the  district. 

A random  105&  of  the  houses  v/ere  visited  and  basic  information 
collected,  a summary  of  the  results  being  as  follows 

Sample  Housing  Survey  1972 


i 

: 

Percentage  of  Total  Houses 

Approx.  [ 

. 

Council 

Owner 

Tenanted 

All 

No.  of 

Owned 

Occupied 

Houses 

Houses 

I 

Houses  up  to  the  12  point 
i (Improvement  Grant) standard 
' 

19^ 

. 

55^ 

76% 

7600 

Houses  capable  of  being 
brought  up  to  the  12 
point  standard 

2fo 

12?^ 

( - 

G% 

20^ 

2000  j 

J Houses  not  so  capable 

0 

*1 

t 

300  1 

: Unfit  Houses 

0 

1 ° 

t 

100 

The  information  obtained  from  the  survey  is  useful  in 
forward  planning  but  rather  limited  in  so  far  as  precise  numbers 
and  addresses  are  not  produced.  No  doubt  the  advent  of  Local 
Government  Reorganisation  will  necessitate  a more  detailed  survey 
of  the  housing  stock  in  the  new  North  V/est  Leicestershire  District. 

(b)  Unfit  Houses 


The  survey  indicated  that  about  one  hundred  houses  were 
potentially  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In  previous  years  the 
only  problem  would  have  been  whether  to  deal  with  them  by  Clearance 
Order  procedure  or  individually  but  the  meteoric  rise  in  house 
values  during  1972,  together  with  Government  encouragement  of  a 
more  generous  attitude  to  improvement  grants  has  placed  a different 
complexion  on  the  problem.  Now  the  question  is  whether  to  demolish 
or  improve  and  a number  of  houses  v/hich  have  been  the  subject  of 
closing  or  demolition  orders  have  been  made  into  quite  adequate 
houses,  often  with  the  aid  of  an  improvement  grant.  The  high  value 
of  property  has  now  made  it  an  economical  proposition  to  carry  out 
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.extensive  works  to  remedy  disrepair^  provide  damp  courses  and 
improve  kitchen  facilities.  There  are,  however,  a nucleus 
of  houses  which  are  so  badly  arranged,  either  internally 
(steep  winding  staircases,  lov;  ceilings,  etc)  or  externally 
(narrow  accesses,  overshadov/ing  of  windows,  etc)  that  action 
to  close  or  demolish  the  property  vdll  eventually  become 
necessary.  V.'ith  the  remainder  every  encouragement  is  being 
given  to  the  renovation  of  the  properties  up  to  modern  standards. 


( c)  House  Improvements 

The  explosion  in  house  prices  in  1972  was  accompanied 
by  an  increase  in  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  by  many 
who  found  that  new  house  prices  were  beyond  their  reach.  The 
huge  increase  in  Improvement  Grant  approvals  (from  25  in  1971 
to  132  in  1972)  was  offset  to  some  extent  by  a decrease  in 
Standard  Grants  from  112  to  69,  but  the  overall  increase  was 
still  over  k6%. 

This  increase  in  Improvement  Grants  at  the  expense 
of  Standard  Grants  shoi'/s  a growing  awareness  that  a bathroom, 
hot  water  and  an  inside  toilet  do  not  by  themselves  bring  a 
house  up  to  modern  standards.  People  are  looking  for  greater 
space  in  the  kitchen,  better  heating,  adequate  power  points  and 
a higher  standard  or  repair  and  these  can  be  included  in  Improvement 
Grant  works. 

Standard  Grants  are  on  the  decline  and  as  I write 
the  latest  Government  V/hite  Paper  proposes  their  replacement 
by  an  Intermediate  Grant,  which  will  be  a step  nearer  Improvement 
Grants. 


Standard  Grants  have  paid  a major  part  in  rescuing  the 
country's  middle-aged  houses  and  the  excellent  work  that  has 
been  done  with  their  aid  should  be  put  on  record. 

During  the  year  a start  was  made  on  the  first  phase 
of  the  modernisation  of  the  houses  on  the  Central  Estate  and 
also  some  of  the  smaller  groups  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council. 
Six  new  caravans  were  stationed  on  the  Central  Estate  for 
families  who  v/ere  temporarily  displaced  from  their  houses  but 
although  the  vans  were  v/ell  equipped  there  have  been  problems 
with  condensation.  After  each  letting  the  vans  are  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  given  a precautionary  disinfestation. 


(d)  General  Improvement  Area 

A report  on  proposals  for  a General  Improvement  Area 
in  the  Bakev/ell  Street/Charnwood  Street  area  was  made  to  the 
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Council  by  the  Engineer  and  myself,  the  proposals  were  placed 
on  public  display  and  all  residents  of  the  area  asked  for  their 
comments.  The  reaction  from  the  residents  v/as  rather  unexpected 
and  resulted  in  a public  meeting  at  which  they  resolved  that 
they  did  not  want  the  scheme  and  as  a result  the  Council  decided 
not  to  proceed. 

On  reflection  I wonder  v;hy  the  residents  rejected 
the  Council's  offer  to  spend  money  on  the  improvement  of  the 
area.  Obviously  certain  features  of  the  scheme  proposed  were 
not  generally  acceptable  to  them  but  it  should  have  been 
possible  to  come  to  a compromise.  Perhaps  the  time  will  come 
when  the  matter  can  be  discussed  again. 

There  are  no  other  areas  in  the  district  which  lend 
themselves  particularly  to  this  sort  of  treatment. 

(e)  Comnulsory  Improvement  of  Individual  Houses 

During  the  year  two  notices  were  received  from  tenants 
requiring  the  Council  to  take  steps  to  make  the  landlords  provide 
the  standard  amenities.  The  procedure  can  be  subject  to  a 
certain  amount  of  procrastination  and  there  is  always  the  risk 
that  the  landlord  may  serve  a purchase  notice  on  the  Council. 
Since  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  however,  a landlord  has  been  able 
to  get  a "fair  rent"  for  an  improved  house  and  consequently 
tenants  have  become  more  reluctant  to  ask  for  improvements  that 
would  result  in  a very  large  rent  increase. 

( f ) Qualification  Certificates 

If  a landlord  has  a house  that  has  the  standard 
amenities,  or  if  he  proposes  to  instal  them,  then  he  may  apply 
for  a certificate  which  enables  him  to  get  a "fair  rent"  fixed 
for  the  dwelling  by  the  Pent  Officer. 

21  applications  were  received  and  9 certificates 
were  issued  during  the  year. 

(g)  Caravans 

(i)  Residential  Sites 


The  improvements  continued  at  the  St  Christopher's 
Road  site  and  during  the  year  the  licence  was  amended  to  permit 
86  caravans. 
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The  remainder  of  the  sites  remained  much  the  same 
and  received  routine  visits.  Several  sites  which  had  been 
licenced  in  the  past  were  found  to  be  not  in  use  and  the 
licences  were  cancelled. 

Sites  occupied 

Type  of  Licence  at  3'1»12.72 

(a)  Individual  Caravans  13 

(b)  More  than  one  Caravan  4 

(ii)  Gypsies 

Complaints  were  again  received  of  nuisance  caused 
by  gypsies  occupying  sites  in  the  district  and  it  became 
necessary  to  take  steps  to  move  them  on.  The  condition  of 
their  sites  and  their  attitude  to  the  local  inhabitants  makes 
it  difficult  to  comply  with  the  Government  instruction  that 
they  should  not  be  moved  on. 

The  proposed  gypsey  site  at  Standard  Hill  camie  in 
for  some  undertanda.ble  criticism  from  nearby  residents  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  kno\m  that  the  proposal  has  been 
dropped. 

Unfortunately  the  problem  of  unauthorised  sites  will 
not  be  solved  until  there  are  some  official  sites  provided 
somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood. 


(h)  House  in  Multiple  Occupation 

There  are  no  known  houses  in  multiple  occupation  in 
the  district. 

(i)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  urban 

district . 
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INSPECTION  OF  DV/SLLINGHOUSSS  DURING  YEAR 


1.  (a) 

(b) 

2.  (a) 

(b) 

3. 


Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  inspections  mads  for  the  purpose 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  v;ere  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ... 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
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PIOUSSS  IN  GLSARANC3  ARiLAS  AND  UTIFIT  HOUSES  ELSEV/HERE 


A. 

Houses  Demolished  | 

I 

I 

! 

Houses  ^ 

Displaced  During  Year 

In  Clearance  Areas  'Demolished  , 

. 1 ; 

Persons 

! 

i Families 

C'l) 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

- 

“ 

(2) 

Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement , etc 

i 

1 

" 

— 

i 

(3) 

Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  ^3(2)  Housing  Act,  1957 

i 

1 

- 

— 

Not 

in  Clearance  Areas 

(^) 

As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(l) 
Housing  Act,  1957 

25 

25 

13 

(5) 

Local  Authority  ovmed  houses 
certified  unfit  by  Medical 

Officer  of  Health 

6 

4 

(6) 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 
Local  Acts 

' 

• 

(7) 

Unfit  houses  included  in 

Unfitness  Orders 

• 

1 

i 

1 

- 

B. 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 

Number 

1 

1 

i 

(8) 

Under  Sections  l6(^),  17(l)  and 
35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957 

•• 

— 

— 

(9) 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26 

Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

- 

- 

(10) 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  I8,  Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

— 

C.  Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects  were  Remedied 


.......  • j....  - ..  . 

By  Owner 

By  Local  Authority 

(11)  After  formal  action  by  local  authority 

69 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public 
Health  Acts  (b)  Sections  9 and  16 

- 

Housing  Act,  1957 

15 

— 

(13)  Under  Section  24  Housing  Ac t^jl 957 

- 

_ . 
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HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS 


(a)  Standard  Grants 


No.  of  applications  from  owner/occupiers  ...  55 

No.  of  applications  from  landlords  ...  14 

No.  of  applications  approved  ...  ...  69 

No.  of  applications  refused  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  grants  paid  ...  ...  75 

Amount  paid  ...  ...  £l4,475-^*-8 

Amenities  Provided 

Baths  ...  ...  67 

V/ash  Hand  Basins  ...  69 

Sinks  ...  ...  24 

Internal  W.Cs  ...  73 

Hot  V/ater  Supplies  ...  72 


(b)  Improvement  Grants 


No.  of  applications  from  ovmer/occupiers  ...  92 

No.  of  applications  from  landlords  ...  40 

No.  of  applications  approved  ...  ...  132 

No.  of  applications  refused  ...  ...  Nil 

No,  of  grants  paid  ...  ...  22 

Amount  paid  ...  ...  £12,717-97 


QUiiLIFICATIOM  CERTIFICATES 

No.  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  21 

No.  of  Certificates  issued  ...  — 7 


NEW  HOUSING 


At  the  close  of  the  year  1,59^  post  war  houses  had 
been  completed  by  your  authority,  48  by  the  East  Midlands 
Housing  Association  and  2,811  by  private  enterprise. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dairies  and 
distributors  registered  on  the  December,  1972,  and  the 

number  of  inspections  made 


1 

DAIRIES  (other  than  dairy  farms)  and  DISTRIBUTORS 
(Milk  8c  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959) 

i 

i 

1 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of  Contraventions 

Found  Remedied  j Outstanding 

1 31st  Dec. 

1 

Dairies 

8 

7 

_ 

- 

Distributors 

46 

- 

- 

- 

- 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


There  are  no  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
at  the  present  time. 


DISPOSAL  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  following  goods  v/ere  surrendered  and  destroyed 
during  the  year  : - 


19-lbs  Cooked  Meat  8c  Meat  Products 
1 47-lbs  Canned  Meat 
1,302-lbs  Other  Canned  Foods 
19-lbs  Other  Foods 


1,659-lbs  Frozen  Foods 
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FOOD  HYGISNS  (GBiMCRAL)  REGULATIONS,  1970 


The  following  table  sets  out  details  of  the  food 


premises  in  your  area 

subject 

to  these  Regiilations 

j Trade 

i Total 

! ■ No. 

...L- 

>No.  complying 
! with  Reg.  l8 

iNo.  to  which 
Reg. 21  applies 

No.complyin 
with  Reg.  2 

j Bakehouses 

1 

1 3 

1 3 I 3 

3 

I Butchers 

i 

1 20 

o 

OJ 

o 

OJ 

20 

1 Catering 

i 93 

93 

93 

93 

1 , . 

Fish  shops  (including 

i 

fried  fish  & chip  shops) 

I 

' 16 

l6 

l6 

16 

General  Food  Shops 

io6 

i 

106 

106 

106 

The  follo’wing  table  sets  out  the  action  taken  in 
connection  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


Number  of  premises  inspected 
Number  of  inspections  made 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  v/ith 
Number  Outstanding  3'lst  December 


213 

1551 

23 

5 

18 


ICE  CREAM 

Under  Section  l6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
there  were  registered  at  the  close  of  the  year  99  premises 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one  for  its  manufacture  and 
retailing. 


17  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
examination  during  the  year.  11  of  these  were  placed  in 
provisional  Grade  I (Methylene  Blue  Test),  2 in  Grade  II 
and  4 in  Grade  III. 
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MARKET  SI  ALLS  AND  DELIVER  if  ^/EHICLES 


Because  of  the  imminent  construction  of  the  nev;  market 
hall  to  replace  the  Wyggeston  and  Red  House  markets,  food  hygiene 
requirements  at  these  two  markets  were  restricted  largely  to 
personal  matters. 

The  design  of  the  new  market  hall,  to  be  erected  on 
the  precinct  car  park,  proceeded  slowly  during  the  year  with 
many  amendments  following  consultations  with  this  Department, 
the  Market  Traders’  Committee,  the  Eire  Authority,  etc.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  new  market  will  be  ready  about  raid  197^* 

Inspections  were  made  of  mobile  traders,  as  and  when 
possible.  Many  traders  come  into  the  district  from  other  areas 
and  routine  inspections  are  not  always  easy  to  arrange  so  more 
attention  is  paid  to  locally  based  traders. 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 


The  number  of  complaints  about  food  v/as  thirteen,  the 
same  as  last  year.  One  case  resulted  in  a prosecution  of  the 
vendor  of  the  food. 

Six  complaints  concerned  mouldy  food  and  were  all  made 
in  the  warmer  months  - April  to  August  - as  is  to  be  expected. 
All  could  be  attributed  to  lack  of  care  in  the  storage  of  the 
food,  or  not  keeping  a sufficient  check  on  expiry  dates. 

Two  complaints  were  of  insects  in  food,  also  during 
the  summer  months,  four  were  of  foreign  objects  and  one  of 
incipient  decomposition. 

We  began  to  wonder  what  we  had  stumbled  upon  when  a 
pie  was  brought  in  containing  what  appeared  to  be  a finger 
nail,  but  much  to  everyone's  relief  it  v/as  finally  identified 
as  a scale  from  the  leg  of  a chicken. 
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Ccntplaint 


action 


Ccntplaint  j Investigation  Result  H.ction 

1 

I Mouldy  Chinolata  If,-,,-,,  . ^ 

' Sausao-es  ^ alter  expiry  date  ^ Letter  to  Vendor 

i 

1 j 

1 Mouldy  Apple  i 

Pie  ; 

1 

j fi.  • J t Letter  to  Vendor  8: 

Sold  after  expiry  date  . . 

j to  Manufacturer 

i 1 

1 , 

i "Fingernail”  in 
! chicken  pie 

i 

1 

Analyst  reported  that  object  ! 
appeared  to  be  horny  scale  j 
from  chicken  leg  i 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Insect  in  Biscuit 

Analyst  reported  that  insect 
had  been  baked  in  the  biscuit 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Mould  on  straw- 
berry dessert 

Sold  after  expiry  date 

Letter  to  Vendor 

Mouldy  Pork  Pie 

• 

Sold  after  expiry  date  I Letter  to  Vendor 

Mould  on  custard 
pie 

I 

Sold  after  expir;/  date  ' Letter  to  Vendor 

Contaminated 

Lime  Jelly 

Part  of  cellophane  wrapping 
missing  resulting  in  drying  out 
of  jelly  and  adhesion  of 
fibres  from  packet 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Flies  in  Frozen 
Mixed  Vegetables 

Identified  as  fruit  flies 

Letter  to 

Producers 

Glass  Splinter 
in  Jam 

Doubt  as  to  whether  it  entered 
jam  before  or  after  sale 

Letter  to 

Manufacturer 


Contaminated 

Frozen  Peas 

Sour  smell  j Letter  to  Vendor 

i 

Screws  in 
packet  of  coconut 

Thought  to  be  sabotage 

Letter  to 
Manufacturer 

Mouldy  Meat  pie 

Sold  from  mobile  shop 

Vendor  prosecuted 
Fined  £5  + costs 

- 39  - 


, *♦  r^'- 


^:'- 


. ' ii\  - T • " ' -jlSc-::.^^ 


rt.-  ■ 


' ■■  _■  • ' ■ . ♦%:'-.  ' '-.>  '■••  ."a**. 


- — • - ^r  - -?-  -.r^'  ' ' . \ . ' 


V's  ...  -y. 


ij.r.  .^..  |;ji*^':.^.:^ 

te  V A-M 


IJ: :./?•-!-  ;'..  !;>tf  ''^.  ' ^ '•^'■*-- 

* '•  -V  '•  ’ ■ 


; _*  - ' i •■'  - '.  . ' *:'"  . • r ^ . ■ 

,•  . •*'  - >«>  v-r  • 


to"-  ivj>v  Ifci 


'i'V 

/,  » ' 

-'-f^-i.'">  '«fC'  :[ 

^ ■rv.'f^’'-’  v^iTenJ  - 


5~A“'^/'n^  i^K-  '':iJ'(rH  ^ . 

^ -..  ^ -i- 

•-  - V •‘  ^ vV- 


. s 


a:^* : -i®^>. . ^ V ' : ^ ^ 


V- 


"VN- 


|;.tv4X 


? - '*^  ^ ^ Is. 


. .-i.  f f 

i»5K^  ■,*}  <!“  SI  '-  r 

PiMflMw'jS&li  ».!«* 


f.' 


."8%5»Olfl  I 


•>. 


"I’ 


■ ' - • f ■ »-^-  -j)  ^ :}f  - ^ 


m.. 


' j-  - iv 


*P'»-  ,•  ■•■  — ’.  - • .'  -♦-■■-.■ -i- . . -;^^.  -.  ;,  1 , I 1 1-  • ' _.^  '•'N^.'''-’-^ 

"■;•■;  _ S'.  ■•  -i'  '-  .'.  - -:'  ..  '''-4  ’ ■■  ‘ '^' " ■ 


•irv-?: 


^S'  “• 


■ »'*v^’  Vs  . :'^v 

' -•—  r . V • 


- vV’" 


■^\i 


'.'  ^ f 


f 


Sr  ./■ 


© 


’ • r»**  ' ; 

■ i ' ' ■♦- 


K5ALTH  eDUCATION 


Our  efforts  in  health  education  were  concentrated 
on  the  subject  of  food  hygiene  and  in  September  thirteen 
talks  v/ere  given  to  children  at  the  High  Schools  and  Upper 
School.  The  talks  were  accompanied  by  the  showing  of  the 
film  '’A  Tale  of  Two  Microbes",  and  this  v/as  also  shovm  to 
two  women’s  organisations. 

The  King  Edward  VII  Grammar  School  mounted  an 
exhibition  on  food  hygiene  in  their  Design  Centre  and  a 
small  mobile  display  was  constructed  in  the  Health  Department 
and  taken  to  the  High  Schools. 

In  October,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Librarian, 
a food  hygiene  exhibition  was  staged  at  the  County  Library 
in  New  Broadway. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  I96I 

Prescribed  Particulcirs  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  196I 


PART  I OF  TrIS  ACT 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


TABLE  I 


(i) 


Premises 


i Number  on 
(Register 


Factories  in  which  I 
Sections  1,2,3i^  2c  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  2 

Local  Authority 


Inspections 


V/ritten 

Notices 


Prosec 

utions 


I 


l 


(ii) 


■ (iii) 


Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  Outworkers' 
premises) 


84 


5 


18 


1 


18 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 


were 

found 

Found 

Remedied 

I 

Referred 

to  H.M.  . by  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S1) 

i 

t 

MV 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

- 

— ! 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3) 

— 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

- 

i 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (6) 

- j 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S?) 

I 

- 

- 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

“ ! 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

! 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

_ 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 

I 

relating  to  outwork) 

Total 

! — 

» 

■ 

- 

■ 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Qutv/ork  (Sections  133  sind  13^) 


i 

■ 'Wearing  i 
Apparel  | 


Making  etc 


Section  133  | Section  13^ 
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•H 
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O 
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o 
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Cm 

CO 

• U pH 

• 

p 

E 

-p 

o 

! O C CD 

o 

(D 

•H 

OOP 

o 

O 

O 

o 

p 

i S -H  to 
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i 57 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ 57 

w 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Offices 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

Catering  establish- 
ments open  to 
public,  canteens 

Fuel  Storage  Depot? 
Total 


REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL 


INSPECTIONS 


No. of  premises  Total  No. of 

registered  registered 

during  year  premises  at 

end  of  year 

i 

2 i 50 

6 : 149 

i 

I 

! 

1 i ' 13 


No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general  inspect- 
ion  during  year 

6 

14 

2 


24  3 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  Registered  Premises  - 18?. 
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■ Persons 
Employed 

; 350 

I 847 

I 

r 
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! 146 
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C ont raven tionw's  were  found  as  follows  : 


Section 


Details 


No 


k 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1^ 

15 

16 
17 
19 

23 

24 


Cleanliness 

Overcrov/ding 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Washing  facilities 
Supply  of  Drinking  V/ater 
Clothing  accommodation 
Sitting  facilities 
Seats  (Sedentary  V/orkers) 

Eating  facilities 
Floors,  passages  & stairs 
Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 
Training  of  young  persons  working 
at  dangerous  machinery 
Prohibition  of  heavy  work 
First  Aid  Provisions 
Other  matters 


ACCIDENTS 


No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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